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ELECTRICAL
INCIDENTS

Equipment Not Used in Manner Prescribed

Understanding the Danger

If electrical equipment is used in ways for which it
was not designed, you can no longer depend on
safety features built in by the manufacturer. This
may damage your equipment and cause employee
injuries.

Common Examples of Misused Equipment

¢ Using multi-receptacle boxes designed to be
mounted by fitting them with a power cord and placing them on the floor.

e Fabricating extension cords.
¢ Using equipment outdoors that is labeled for use only in dry, indoor locations.

e Attaching ungrounded, two-prong adapter plugs to three-prong cords and
tools.

¢ Using circuit breakers or fuses with the wrong rating for over-current
protection, e.g. using a 30-amp breaker in a system with 15- or 20-amp
receptacles. Protection is lost because it will not trip when the system's load
has been exceeded.

¢ Using modified cords or tools, e.g., removing ground prongs, face plates,
insulation, etc.

e Using cords or tools with worn insulation or exposed wires.

Avoiding the Hazards

e Use only equipment that is approved to meet OSHA standards.
e Use all equipment according to the manufacturer's instructions.
¢ Do not modify cords or use them incorrectly.

e Be sure equipment that has been shop fabricated or altered is in compliance.

Safety Matters Construction Series information is extracted

directly from OSHA safety materials. For additional

information consult www.OSHA.gov New York State Insurance Fund
www.nysif.com


http://www.osha.gov/
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